
L. PI.lade Shiraz 2005 510 

The Pleiades or Seven Sisters 

constellation signifies friendship 

and can be seen from both the 

Laughton and Chapoutlef home 

vineyards. Irs a stellar shlraz with 

Intense. complex, deep dark Irull, 

velvet texture, length, balance 

and IInesse. II not cellaring, it's 

advisable to double decant. 

-I UKETO \IAKE wincstlmt turn tncon.
H 

\Iall Gant frotn FirsllJrop \-,"iues say~. 
referring 10 the nambo\"anlll1hclthm 

adorns his ~lindli:J \ lonlcpukiano fromlhe 
Adelaide IIi lis. The label ccrlllinly rencel.'> 
tllls.lt'sa rllundlY lmmpel·odl. \\'h\ch bboth 
a ljpjX1'Un a \\"otniHl'S bUM nnd II wine glass. 

'111(' label's designer. len'llIY Boyd from Lure 
Creative. describes il al> "interactive", with 
NdifTcrenl laycrsofllllcrprctulionN.lt pushe!o 
the hOlillCulril'S and woukl be hard 10 1\ illk 
pilsl in a botlle shop, 

The label Is lhe nrst JXlint of contact 
bcll\'l'('tllhe unknown wine 'lIld ill)l.Ksihle 
comutncr ,lIld Cilll make the ditTerencc 
bcl\ll'Cll sucn.'SS or failure. Without douht. 
:iCx -.ells. as wi! h the I\linchialilocl. hut therc 
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trust 

Trust 5hira% 2005 538 

There would be no wine without the 

sun - hence the sundial Image. We 

may make wine and measure time 

slightly differently In the 21st century. 

but the principles remain the same. 

ThiS central Victorian shlraz ripples 

With gorgeous dark berry fruits. Wllh 

hints of earth and chocolate, It's also 

linely textured and savoury. 

art.' 0\ her considerations such as fashion. 
;lppc;lllngdcslgn mk1 a Sl} 1ish. COlllcnlplr.tr.' 
KXtk Ih.1I \\On't dale tooquk'kly. 'nil' label b 
a major l1larkctin~ 1001. csscnliillto IX'Ift.'(.1. 

{Inc clIlCrging trend SCt-'f11S 10 be.1Il inll'!'­
l,,>lings[ory ochind a label. 'i11eShclmcrdinc 
fllll1i1y's 11;11 VVillcs. 11 dliU"donnayl\'lognk'r,' 
sauvlv.non hlan(' and a shiraz/c .. nernrll 
lIlerlol, h.we a pos\{'rof .. ft.:dom 11:11 stud, 10 
a graffitl-covcred wall 011 Iheir label. The 
lma!!.t' pay!> tribute [0 thcShdmcrdln..'\. who 
l,,>I.lhlishcd , \uSI mHu's first stcilm-pm\ erctl 

felt hal factory in Collingwood. in 1876. 
'nle largc wmp.'lround labels OIllhe Iial 

\\ IIICS, <k· .. iglll'd by Marilyn & Sons. Ino:lI""pI}­
mte I \\'0 photogrllphs-onc for lht' rt.'(\ ,lIld it 
different one for the \1 hilt'. '111e rt'(l lias shllt 
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First Drop Minchia 
Montepulciano 2005 535 

The label certainly unzips and 

~eds traditIOnal ellpectations 

about monlepulclano. Italian 

versions of this vanety tend 

towards the tanmc and brooding. 

but Gant achieves a vibrant, 

contemporary style with 

oodles of sex appeal. 

~hir1d \ll'loourm's RidllllUlld Stalkm ami 
the II hile In Ilosk.'r Lam-.l""apturlng Ihe doc' 

lithe ('ity"s laneways. which lire aliI'{' II Ilh 
ban;. dub<. and galleries. 

Whill- Imlparound 1<l1x.-ls an' one \Iil)· of 
il\uiding st.1)1lmte from and back 1;lbel<;. when 
dOl'!; iI hm:k Ilihellx'come 11 frmll lalx.'l r 'nle 
daring frollll,dJClof [;1 PlciudcShira)l,isa while 
n:t1iulglc with SCI'Cn holes in il and no 'i('ripl.. 
\lIlhe inh,nalion ison Ihehock hlllli,...k.WII 
purplle;es Ihe back unl L'I fl'l.IlIy the front label. 
Conru~.'(I: \\;Iil.there's more: thcSC\\.'tl holes 
Ihal n."fII'.~'tllthc P\ci;Kicsconstcililliol1 iln.' a 
mirnll" Image. On~· the wine Sl'CS t.he l·on\.'(1 
inl~-' Ii"()mln~lctht.'hotlk. 

'111<: idea thai win(' should hOI\'!.' 11 \'I!'wpoinl 
<II all b In keeping wilh the biodyna1l11r 

Hat Wines 2004 Red Hat 
Cabernet/Shlraz/Herlot S 18 

Scorpo "ubalne 
Chardonnay 2006 527 

Visit www.hatwlnes,com to fully 

appreclale how "now" IhlS label is. Irs 

a finalist in the Melbourne Ad\lt'rbslng 

and Design Club awards. ThiS detJclous 

blend from Heathcote should grace 
the lables 01 aU hlp restaurants. 

It has vlbrant,jazzy fruit. Is supple 

and savoury, and always out late. 

The watercolour/oil pastel 

featured on the label is by Jennifer 

Mills. AubOine Is a Burgundian 

synonym for chardonnay and also 

means "good fortune" or "wlndfaU" 

In French. ThiS Is a lean. minerai, 

fresh style of chardonnay that 

leans towards chablis in style. 

m The label is the fi rst point of contact between 
• the unknown wine and a possible consumer 

philosophy of the pmdllc~rs behind this 
rcnmrkuhle \'Cnlurc. u partllen;hip \x.>Im .. ocll 
the t11ilpoutien; in Ih~ IU1I)ne \·alk'}' and Iht' 
1,l.Iughtonsij'L'qX.'I' 11il!1 in I lemlll':oll'. Vk:loria. 
Thl'}' h'Ne plmllL't\ a Ill'W vlm;Y;lnl in I !cmh­
L'ull' with j\ustr..llian shLf'<iZ IIIKI syrah cullings 
from Ilerm.ilage in 1111.' Rh"nc \alk."'Y. 

' lllC Trustlabd is anotlwr in<;pirt.'{1 by the 
skies. It <lppc<lrs 10 han.' an fI'ilrologlc<l1 
thmlC. hut is actllilily iI drawing taken from 
a pllllwofa 19Ih-l'l'nlurv sundi,,1 inl'orrerd 

thilt win(.'flm~ I)on l.e\\i~illld I\ilrenc King 
~p(lllt'd 011 olleoflhclr work Irill'> to Spain. 

Iitspiratioll for \\"il1<: I<lbcls l'an cOllie fmm 
anywhere. bUI one Ilfthe most popu]"r 
sources is art, Sinl'l' 11)45. Chuleau ~ luulon 
Rol hSl..·hikllm\ (,(Hllmis."ioncd famous art iSIS 
10 desigl1 liS lahd<;:. i\uslrillian labels thai 
in..:orporate art arc numerous. John OIst.'I1\ 
paintings feature Oil lile i..ecmdn EMilie 
rit.'SIill~ I .. hels <lnd I he TilfT<1\ \ ·aml pinol nolr 
!'OSt.'I;lbcl. ·111e ~Iyllsh Scorpo label also us,-'s 
,,:ollleillponiry artish, Its ne\\"l~· rcleil'iCd 
.t\uballll' shuws a \'uhurc: lhe \oirien. a 
&orl1l:l\ hand. Arl lind wine is [I winllll1g 
combination iIIK111 dOl'Sn·1 dalc. • 
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